The title compound, C 12 H 11 N 4 OS 2 , has been synthesized by the condensation reaction of 3-oxo-2-(phenylhydrazono)-butanate and S-methyldithiocarbazate. The hydrazine unit and the pyrazole ring are coplanar [dihedral angle 3.8 (4) ] due to extensive conjugation and the N-HÁ Á ÁO C intramolecular hydrogen bond. Two adjacent molecules form dimers due to short C-HÁ Á ÁO C [R Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Pyrazolones compounds are finding increasing numbers of applications as ligands in coordination chemistry (Brassy et al., 1974; Zelenak et al., 1999; Yang et al.,2003) . For example, they have been applied to the solvent extraction of metal ions (Bose et al., 2005) as ligands in complexes with catalytic activity (Bao et al., 2006) and in the synthesis of rare earth metal complexes with interesting photophysical properties (Shi et al. 2005) . A related compound, (II), has already been studied (Liu et al., 2007) .
Similar to (II), the title compound, (I), has been shown by UV spectroscopy to have extensive conjugation involving four carbon atoms (C2-C5), four nitrogen atoms (N1-N4) and one oxygen (O1). And this has been further confirmed by the determination of its crystal structure ( (Table 1) .
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by refluxing an ethanol solution of ethyl 3-oxo-2-(phenylhydrazono)butanate and Smethyldithiocarbazate (1:1) for 24 h. After 12 h at room temperature, the precipitate was collected by filtration and recrys- 
Refinement
The H atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined as riding, with C-H=0.93-0.97 Å and N-H=0.91 Å, and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) =1.2U eq (C, N) and 1.5U eq (methyl C).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular of (I) structure of the title compound, showing 50% probability ellipsoids. The C -H ··· N intramolecular hydrogen bond is shown dashed. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2sigma(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

